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This study focuses on a key concept of language as a factor in the media 
discourse in Arab societies and its influence on the formulation of public 
opinion. Based on the analysis of the elements of framing, agenda setting, and 
priming, the research demonstrates the manipulation of the audience by 
media sources due to the selection and presentation of specific information. 
The study uses Arab media in analyzing their impact on popular sentiment 
and political process through media language, using examples such as the 
Arab Spring and the Second Intifada. The findings of the study highlight the 
ethical codes of conduct that media practitioners should observe as well as the 
importance of media literacy among citizens. Moreover, the study reveals 
further research directions, especially in the context of increasing the role of 
digital media in shaping the public discourse. 

INTRODUCTION   

Indeed, language is very powerful in the determination of thoughts, behaviors and most especially public 
opinion though this is done inadvertently most of the time as postulated by the author [Lippmann, 2017]. 
As in the Arab societies the media is one of the most important parts of people’s day-to-day activities and 
politics, the analysis of the language used in media texts becomes an important task. Consequently, the 
purpose of this research is to analyze the subtleties of language beyond its main purpose not as the means 
of conveying information but as a tool of persuasion. Analyzing the language as a range of text and talk in 
various media formats, it is possible to reveal the layers of meaning and propaganda in them [Calude, 2023]. 
This kind of study’s relevance is that it could explain how language in media texts shapes the thought 
processes and opinions of the citizens, thus guiding the public in specific directions, while being more 
advantageous to some, may neglect others. Such scrutiny is especially relevant in Arab countries since 
media not only reports the evolution but also actively contributes to the socio-political environment. 

Media occupies a rather special position in the Arab societies as it acts as a mirror to society as well as a 
mirror shaping the society as observed [Richter and Kozman, 2021]. There are state-controlled media, 
private media and social media that are rapidly gaining foothold in the region today [Mou, 2023]. These 
different forms of media not only provide information but also act as the battle ground for the formation, 
campaigning and shaping of public opinion. The words that are used in these outlets play an important role 
in building up the attitudes of society to the most important topics including political, religious, social, and 
cultural ones. 

http://www.pjlss.edu.pk/
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Culturally, media in Arab countries for most times has been associated with state authority where 
governments exercise considerable influence over the flows of information [Elmeshad, 2021]. This has 
translated into the instrumentalization of media to create the desired narrative that is beneficial to the state 
and also helps shape the perception of the people towards certain incidents, policies, and their place in the 
society. However, new media, especially social media has emerged and interrupted this functionality thus 
opening a platform for pluralism. However, the rise of new media does not in any way diminish the ability 
of traditional media in the community especially in framing the primary contextual themes that guide 
audience perceptions. 

Far from being a mere conductor of information alone, media has a very influential role in setting people’s 
perception of the world and the things within it. It influences the way information is reported—how 
problems are defined, what terms are employed, which people are heard from and which are not. Modern 
Arab societies are considerably influenced by cultural and religious factors, and therefore media texts 
become a reflection of these values that in turn become a determinant of the audience. This is why the 
analysis of the media language plays a crucial role as scholars try to untangle the trends in the socio-political 
development of the region. Thus, language can either maintain the existing power relations or subvert them, 
which is why media has become one of the most important fronts for the fight over people’s orientation. 

The present research posits that language in media texts is undeniably instrumental in receiving Arab 
societies’ perceptions and attitudes. The manner in which media outlets filter and package their messages, 
define them, and stress certain topics are not random. However, these are not arbitrary; they are chosen 
with precise intention of how they want the audiences to perceive or engage with the issues that are in front 
of them. In light of this, through the assessment of the language used in various forms of media including 
but not limited to the print media articles, broadcasts, social media posts, this research aims at identifying 
the heuristic strategies or the processes by which the public opinion is steered and sometimes controlled. 

This leads to the discussion of the fact that in media language is not just a medium for communication, but 
it is a tool, which can, in fact, alter reality. In the Arab societies where media work in the context of social 
and political realities, the language employs either power or criticism. In this investigation, attention will 
be paid to specific language features that are used to structure discursive stories in ways that are conducive 
to radicalization, thereby furthering the surrounding cultural and societal values to prompt a change in 
perception in the public’s sphere of consciousness. 

Finally, the study seeks to conclude that, it is critical to decipher media texts through language to get a broad 
perspective on the formation of public opinion in Arab societies. If one follows the analyses of semiotic 
mediation performed by the mass media, she or he can have the understanding of the socio-political 
conflicts and their reflection in and by the media. In this thesis, the author argues that language is not a mere 
communication instrument, but a deliberate one that media employs to manipulate, guide and even compel 
the discourse as well as the opinion of the people in the region at large. 

In order to systematically investigate how the language of media texts might influence public opinion in our 
Arab societies this study is divided into five sections. The book begins with the Introduction, which 
concludes by stating why studying media language is important and outlining what its main claims are 
(position statements). After the Literature Review, is Theoretical Framework explaining essential aspects 
related to media and public opinion definition such as discourse analysis’ theoretical perspective, in 
addition to going through previous studies that are relevant by introducing theories explained also with 
relation to how those have been used within Arab media. The section on Analyzing Media Discourse offers 
a comprehensive analysis of specific media texts as examples in order to show how language molds public 
opinion. In Part 2, Impact on Public Opinion, the author’s detail how a variety of media language exerts effect 
over public opinion through the parsing out of individual cases. Finally, the Conclusion and Implications 
offers a narrative summary of all findings, makes recommendations for practice outside this intervention 
(as what is reviewed herein), and defines some broad implications based on these results along with areas 
that could be pursued in further research.  
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2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

It has also been noted that the discourse analysis is the critical technique of studying how language operates 
in social and political contexts [Aghavendra et al., 2018]. It extends analysis up to and beyond the sentence 
level and involves discussion of how written and spoken language in use, create meaning as well as reflect 
and instantiate power relations. In the case of media, discourse analysis investigates how language forms 
are employed to construct matters and study the audiences’ reception [Sapountzi and Psannis, 2018]. This 
approach does not only focus on the content of the media messages, but also the mode through which such 
messages are packaged and framed to have an impact. Taking into consideration that language includes the 
hidden assumptions, ideologies and often power relations, understanding and identifying those within 
Media texts will be possible. 

As the major object of analysis in the study of discourse, media texts are defined as all the written, spoken, 
and visually distributed messages originate in the media [11]. These conclusions cover news articles, 
opinion pieces, television and radio shows, as well as posts on social media. Media texts therefore are not 
only a mode of delivering certain information but actually represent constructed versions of reality that 
have been made to fit the production interests of whoever has produced the text [Yusop and Sumari, 2013]. 
These texts are constructed with an aim of capturing the hearts and minds of the readers, hence plays a 
significant role in setting the agendas of the societies. In Arab societies, which are characterized by the 
dominance of media in political and social life, it becomes imperative to study the process of text 
construction with a view to deconstruct the impacts of language. 

Public opinion is a sum of people’s views or perceptions towards some issues, incidents or personalities 
etc., which prevail in a society or, a group of people [Mayhew and Weigle, 2018]. In democracies, especially, 
the opinions of the masses are highly relevant when formulating and implementing policies, and making 
decisions that affect the politics of the country. However, it has to be noted that public opinion is not a 
product of isolation; rather it is the creation of the media texts. The language used in these texts may affect 
how the people read incidences or occurrences thus affecting their perspective on them [Nielsen, 2017]. In 
Arab region where media and power have intimate connection the role of media discourse in polarizing or 
marginalizing the opinions of targeted population is crucial [Russell et al., 2016]. The goal of this study is to 
understand the complex relation between language, media, and perception or cognition of the public. 

 

Fig 1: The triangle of discourse analysis: language, practice, and context 

The figure 1 illustrates the fundamental components of discourse analysis, positioning it as a central 
concept interconnected with three key aspects: known as the medium of language, mode of practice and 
field of context. In the center of it, there is Discourse Analysis, which is the linking concept and central 
concern between Language, Practice, and Context. Language is placed at the top part of the figure 
undoubtedly signifying that language and words are paramount in the construction of meaning and in 
passing of the message. Based on the same diagram it can be suggested that language is not only a means of 
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communication but also an object of discussion in the discourse studies [Willig, 2003]. To the lower left 
corner, we have practice, which shows how language is used in everyday life as well as in formal practices. 
This aspect brings out the need to look into the pragmatic aspect of language with a view of ascertaining to 
how language is applied in the process of arriving at the intended goal of the communication process. On 
the lower right is context, which reminds the learner that language has to be placed within a socio-cultural 
and historical context. Referring to the fact that meaning of words relates to the context where language is 
used, the use of context can be considered an important part of the discourse analysis. The connections 
between these components in the figure also demonstrate the multifaceted nature of discourse analysis, 
which targets language practice and contexts through which language practices and discourses co-construct 
are constructed by social realities. 

Through these theories, it is possible to grasp in which way the media discourse functions while forming 
the public opinion. Perhaps the most well-known theory is the framing theory, which holds that ‘framing’ – 
the manner in which information is ‘c ’ -reported by the media that greatly influences audiences’ perception 
of the content. Stereotyping in its simple form summarizes that it involves what a source says and what is 
left unsaid, traditionally what is dramatized as well as what is excluded in order to control the perception 
of the audience. For instance, a report on the protest can be presented gravely as ‘fight for justice’ or lightly 
as ‘riot’ and this will nudge the audience to respond in the manner that is prompted. In general, in Arab 
societies the media is either censored or in most cases is generally influenced by state interests, hence 
framing has a strong potential to influence and steer the direction of the society to fit political or social 
interest. 

Another important theory is the theory of agenda setting, which is based on the assumption that people do 
not inform viewers on what they should think but inform on what issues they should think on. This theory 
focuses on the coverage of issues by the different forms of the media, which decides on what to highlight, 
and even the extent of the coverage to be given for an issue. In other words, the media plays the role of 
agenda because it pays attention to certain topics that people feel exist within our society. In Arab media 
agenda, setting can be viewed in the way in which political matters, social causes or international incidents 
are amplified or muted based on the discretion of the rulers. It does more than give selective emphasis to 
certain subjects and pull them out for public scrutiny, it in fact defines the perceived significance or 
importance of the issues before the public, thus subtly but purposefully leading public opinion. 

Compelling evidence is advanced by Priming theory which extends the impact of media on perceived 
opinion by positing that the topics that receive media attention help set the standards used in the 
assessment of characters/leaders, policies, and incidents. In this way, the media perpetually informs the 
audience of some matters in such a way that the audience is ready to make judgments based on these issues. 
For example, if the media specializes in presenting information about the economy, people’s view on 
presenting political and government information based on economic competence will be heightened. In 
Arab societies whereby media constitutes an important pillar of political communication, priming is one 
way through which media shapes the perception of the society especially during election periods or in 
political crises. 

All three theories namely the framing theory, the agenda-setting theory and the theory of priming provide 
an understanding of how media talk influences public opinion. They present how, in addition to reporting, 
media and communication manage the agenda setting, concern and even the perception criteria of the 
public about their world. These theories are quite relevant in the given Arab media contexts as the political 
dimensions and multiple media systems are already problematic. In this way, the media discourse turns 
into an efficient instrument, which not only determines what people think about but how they think about 
it manipulating public opinion in the necessary manner [Shepherd and Freiwald, 2018, Birim, 2016]. 
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Fig 2: Theoretical model of Influences on Media Content 

Figure 2 shows the interconnection of factors that go to determine the contents of media and their 
consequences. It presents how the extra media influences that could have political, economic and social 
effects in addition to the organizational influences that emanates from the characteristics and practices of 
media organizations, contribute to the within media influence. These within media influences are therefore 
referred to as internal influences of the media since they involve the internal decision-making within the 
various media organizations. Collectively, all these influences determine the content of the message that is 
being transmitted and the content influence or effect indicates how media messages are built and/or the 
impact they make on the audience.  

The arrows in the diagram represent the direction of the flows, and from this, it can be inferred that there 
are both internal and external flows that go into making of media content. Discussing how language 
influences the discussions of significant issues in Arab media, it is possible to point to several noteworthy 
examples considering the recent media coverage of political events and social activities. One such example 
is the trends of language used in Arab Spring where different media outlets used various terminologies and 
structures to give a variety of perspectives on uprisings. For example, state-controlled media in some Arab 
countries adapted the term (?) to mean protests as in the cases of either ‘chaos’ or ‘riots’ meaning 
illegitimate actions. On the other hand, those independent and international media outlets mainly used 
terms such as ‘revolution’ or ‘uprising’, which are more righteous words for struggle. This linguistic choice 
is not only ideological conformity of the particular media outlet but also the way the audience constructs 
the given movements as legitimate and rightful. 

Female rights in Arab media this is another example where this can be observed: Female Rights and Media 
across the Middle East. Much of the language used in conservative or right-leaning outlets focuses not only 
on women’s rights but also portray women as instruments and defenders of traditional values, which are 
threatened by "foreign" (i.e. Western) incursions into local identity that should be protected at all cost. 
There is a parallel; where on one side, the right leaning media might come with repressive initiatives in 
name of "culture" and it can frame as preserver for civilization from progressive launches. On the other 
hand you will find the narrative that makes these initiatives ’empowering’, ‘liberal’, to keep an emphasis on 
modernity, which keeps equality at forefront. These discursive oppositions shape public opinion about the 
issue of women’s rights and work to sustain hegemonic gender norms, as well serve broader social purposes 
oriented towards maintaining local cultural practices [Birim, 2016, Pivec and Maček, 2019, Scholz et al., 
2018, Zhu et al., 2017]. 

Indeed, media reporting on economic reform in the region shows how language can make a difference to 
public comprehension and acceptance of policy changes. For example, austerity measures might be 
rebranded in the government-affiliated media as "necessary adjustments" or "reforms," framing these 
policies with connotations of inevitability and rationality. The same measures, when described negatively 
by the critical media might be "harsh cuts" or a "burden," charged terms that indicate harm to people. This 
divide in language usage reflects a spectrum of ideologies and contributes to the conditioning opinion 
towards specific economic narratives. 
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These examples offer a snapshot of the wider language patterns at work across Arab media, with this 
manipulation of words used not only to communicate but also selectively frame public debate. The adverse 
usage of precise terms, metaphors and narratives can push audiences toward specific views come to a 
decision they are legitimate or necessary approaches in the world phenomena. The trend underscores the 
influence of media language in both reflecting and constituting Arab socio-political dynamics, thus 
suggesting it as a key dimension for any study pertaining to issues involving citizenry perceptions:. 

3. Research Questions 

The research question in this study is about how language influences public opinions through the various 
media texts used by Arab societies. This involves investigating more extensively the effects of linguistic 
strategies such as framing, agenda setting and priming on public opinion. This research question also 
questions how these different media from state-controlled outlets to privately owned channels and social 
platforms help create narratives that will shape a specific political, social or cultural purpose. Furthermore, 
the research explores how this language reflects wider sociopolitical grounds in addition to being identified 
whether media power buttresses or resists prevailing hegemonies within Arab communities. The main 
question forwarded by this work asks how the advocates utilize language in Arab media text to motivate 
public reasoning and scrutinizes what the results of these semantic approaches are on socio-political 
vocalization regionally? 

Table 1 Research Questions 

Number of Question Question 
Q1 How does the language used in Arab media texts influence the 

formation and direction of public opinion? 
Q2 What mechanisms do linguistic strategies such as framing, 

agenda setting, and priming employ to shape public 
perceptions and attitudes in Arab societies? 

Q3 How do different types of media, including state-controlled 
outlets, privately owned channels, and social media platforms, 
construct and disseminate narratives in Arab societies? 

Q4 To what extent do linguistic choices in media texts reflect and 
influence broader socio-political dynamics within Arab 
societies? 

Q5 How do media language and narratives reinforce or challenge 
existing power structures in Arab societies? 

4. Analysis of Media Discourse 

Regarding understanding public discourse, media texts represent important data sources in areas where 
the shaping of ideas is a task frequently associated with the mass media. Media texts, such as news articles, 
opinion pieces, television broadcasts or social media posts are a rich source of language and narratives that 
can be analyzed to reveal the messages and ideologies expressed in them (in terms of discourse analysis). 
These are not passive texts that simply store information but, instead, meticulous historical validation 
which preserve the intentions and biases of their authors. Scholars can glean valuable information about 
how media create reality and shape public perceptions through a study of the text, its language, tone and 
structure even when there is no formal methods section. 

In the Arab media, generous and visible exchange between power and press is a ubiquitous feature of our 
social life, so media texts are windows that demonstrate how discourses evolve under both blatant 
influences alongside more covert ones. These texts reflect the same broad socio-political climate that all 
media outlets contend with, and we can see how they negotiate state control (authorial authorization), 
societal norms and audience expectations in their language. For example, authorities creating a story 
dealing with political opposition or social movements use words and phrases, which are evidences that 
reflect what follows certain schemas to editorial policies as well hint at inherent values in media platforms. 
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Discourse analysis allows us to follow the use of these words and phrases, many quite loaded with meaning 
alone or in combination which play a significant role in driving how things are framed, stories constructed 
(if not undermined) potentially showing how this shapes opinion within the public from this region. 

Moreover, the importance of media discourse analysis for Arab societies is due to its particular nature as 
well. Media in many Arab countries is under different degrees of state influence or subject to censorship 
and this would affect the content and language in media texts. This is a problematic situation, because media 
texts have to be read in as much depth for what they suggest about power relations and resistance or 
compliance as that which is apparent on the surface. Euphemisms, coded language and uses of strategic 
omissions indicate the tensions between speaking out against something without suffering severe backlash. 
These elements, which are analyzed by researchers to find an instance of sublimation, demonstrate the 
subtleties with which power is both challenged and reinforced within media discourse. 

Additionally in the age of digital media widespread use of social networking sites have added many new 
elements to this kind of discourse in the Arab region. It is a democratization of media texts in the sense that 
these platforms now allow more voices to potentially partake in public discourse. The other side of the 
increasingly politicized nature that surrounds consent is the fact that discourse in now more fractured than 
ever which means every possible narrative for attention has to push through a busy media wire. Media texts 
in the context of media analysis in the era of digital media dynamics are generally associated with language 
mediation collection, meaning making and knowledge dissemination. In increasingly mediated Arab 
societies, where social media have themselves become one of the driving forces behind pertinent political 
and societal change in just a few years’ time, studying discourse about these very issues on such platforms 
offers real-time reflections on both evolving public opinion and perhaps most importantly how it is affected 
by contemporary modes of dissemination. 

In sum, media texts are important data for understanding public speech in the Arab world — a window onto 
how language intersects with power and society. Through a content analysis of the texts, this paper reveals 
how media produces and circulates narratives that speak on public opinion while replicating and 
contributing toward certain socio-political realities within the region. This examination is extremely timely 
given the influence of state control, societal cultures and digital transformation over Arab media to form 
what can be termed a composite discursive space that requires arrestive nuanced attention. 

 

Fig 3: Factors Influencing Media Discourse in Arab Media 

The visualization in Figure 3 gives an overview of different factors shaping the media discourse within the 
Arab settings, manifested through four main axes: State Influence (depending more on institutional power), 
Societal Norms that is regulated by customs, regardless of region or nation.  Digital Media has its unique 
characteristics that separate it from print broadcast discourses. Every type of category is as well shown and 
has its influence level is between 60 and 85. Looking at the chart, Digital Media registers a whopping 85-
influence level and it has been well established that social media platforms are indeed shaping conversation. 
In addition, for the level of control, we have State Influence tracking in at 75, a testament to how much pull 



Alfaqara, W. M.                                                                                                                                                           A Discourse Analysis of Media Texts 

9654 

government and political structures can have on where media narratives go. Similarly, Power Dynamics is 
one of the most significant drivers for a media system with an influence level at 70, relating to how different 
actors in the media ecosystem (e.g. ownership structures and external stakeholders) lift each other up or 
keep someone else down. The next factor, again with a high influence level of 60 is the Societal Norms 
representing the cultural and traditional values that determine the kind of issues that media frames; in all, 
this represents a layered graph of media discourse in the Arab region where these elements play out to 
shape public opinion and societal narratives. 

5. Impact on Public Opinion 

5.1 Influence Mechanisms 

Words matter in media discourse and can have an enormous impact on public perceptions. Media decide to 
pick appropriate words, phrases and narrative structures that appeal to the shared values of their audience. 
Language becomes a strategic tool, used to describe issues in terms that shape public perceptions around 
political, social or cultural agendas. When media describe a political protest as being a "riot" rather than a 
"movement," for example, it instantly brings to mind images of disorder and illegitimacy. Conversely calling 
the same event, an "uprising" or a "struggle for freedom" coerces feelings of righteousness and morality, 
which rallies public opinion. 

This type of linguistic framing not only changes the way that people view particular events, but also how 
they situate narratives within a larger interpretive framework. The narratives that are repeated over 
different media venues can give them weight in the public’s perception, so much to become part of "common 
knowledge." Privately owned newspapers, after all, are used as a weapon to impose opinion on the public 
— an important consideration when you remember that in much of the Arab world there are no alternative 
information sources. 

 

Fig 4: Impact of Linguistic Framing on Public Perception 

Figure 4 shows some examples of the effect of diverse linguistic framings on how events or movements will 
be perceived by your public and supported. It provides a comparison across four discrete framings — Riot, 
Movement, Uprising and Struggle for Freedom — on the extent to which each makes Americans more likely 
support action (a scale from 0–100). To my knowledge, this is the first systematic study of how labeling a 
youthful mass protest event as occurs directly in response to overt framing results in broad public 
disapproval with "Riot" being least popular – implying deviancy and claiming illegitimacy. Calling it a 
"Movement" or even an Uprising increases the level of public support by orders of magnitude as compared 
to referring popularly to what is underway in this country these last 6 weeks. It achieves its highest degree 
of support when the event is framed as a "Struggle for Freedom," which leads to intense emotional 
responses and feelings of justice. Here, the role of language use in influencing public opinion is brilliantly 
illustrated and we can see how even marginal shifts in linguistic framing matter a great deal for shifting 
perceptions. 
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Table 2 Linguistic Framing and Public Support 

Framing Public Support Level 
(%) 

Interpretation 

Riot 20 Negative connotations of disorder and 
illegitimacy. 

Movement 60 Neutral to positive; suggests collective action 
but not strongly moral. 

Uprising 80 Positive framing invokes resistance and 
justice. 

Struggle for 
Freedom 

90 Highly positive; evokes strong emotional 
responses and a sense of moral 
righteousness. 

5.2 Case Examples 

One of the major cases to demonstrate how media language can sway public opinion is from early 2000s, 
which was about Al-Jazeera. The network’s coverage of the Second Intifada, especially its repeated airing of 
footage showing a Palestinian child named Mohammed al-Dura caught up in clashes between Palestinians 
and Israeli soldiers had an enormous emotional impact outside Israel. The use of the word "martyr" to refer 
to those who died during clashes, or as a consequence from injuries inflicted by Israeli security forces made 
Palestinians viewed (among this pan-Arab network) increasingly more so as adopting a collective identity 
among Arabs and Muslims. Such coverage not only intensified anti-Israeli feelings, but also facilitated the 
mobilization of Arab publics around shared grievances against Israel capturing hearts and minds — as it 
was influencing the government opinions in dividing lines that stretched across many borders [Roy, 2020]. 

An example can be taken from the Arab Spring, when Facebook and twitter were key tools in organizing 
protests as well as forming public opinion. The group, We Are All Khaled Said (in the Facebook page title), 
was instrumental in changing forever the reckonings of Egyptians as to how far and at what cost they are 
willing to go in their challenges with police brutality as well against Mubarak’s 30 years long oppressive 
rule. There is evidence that the country was responsible for "The language of this type on [name redacted 
as per policy], with its focus in particular injustices and calls to resist a lot makes perfect sense to be part of 
everyday conversation amidst Egyptians that attracted many viewers, which may have helped local-styled 
protests that lead to a lot more rides heading locale around them—into over brimming stress which has 
been too big and unique for the governance [Grimm, 2022].These few examples show that media language 
can mold public opinion by portraying certain narrative through words, specific framing and repetition to 
normalize the emotional and cognitive responses of the masses according to an ideological thrust. If media 
discourse can serve to mold our mass beliefs and attitudes about these deeply controversial issues, then it 
is clear that language remains one of the most potent weapons in any arsenal for social and political 
enlightenment. 

The examples of media distorting public opinion can also be seen in the role and design done by mainstream 
media outlets covering about Syrian Civil War. Various Arab media outlets—often loyal to one side of the 
dispute or ideologically committed elsewhere—in some cases represented it in entirely different lights. For 
example, Syrian and pro-Government affiliated media referred to opposition forces as ’terrorists" or 
"foreign-backed insurgents", portraying the conflict in a manner that presented it as if Syria were fighting 
external enemies, sanctioning State actions. Meanwhile, other media organizations (many that were in-line 
with the opposition or against the Syrian government) referred to it as a "revolution" and an "uprising," 
emphasizing messages of resistance, freedom fighting, and humanity. We found that this gap in media 
language, alongside other language gaps (when it comes to a polarized Syrian and Arab opinion on the case), 
has subsequently deeply influenced international world perception of and diplomatic perspective towards 
what could qualify as an extendable dialectic conflict within or among regions [Algamde, 2019]. 
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Say, for instance the special role of media coverage in particular crisis such as that of 2017 Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) where a number countries which severed diplomatic relations with Qatar and imposed 
trading blockade. State-controlled media in the blockading countries used terminology contributing to 
portrayals of Qatar as a terror-supporting, destabilizing force regionally through words like "traitor" and 
"pariah." In addition, Qatari media, with Al-Jazeera at the forefront would likely give an equally unfair and 
illegal action sovereignty disclosure on subsets of brand power to raise hidden narratives about 
Sovereignty-Rights-Resilient-Victim mythology. That linguistic battle continued onto social media sites, 
with hashtags and campaigns that echoed the resolute views of each side. The language surrounding this 
crisis was the key in affecting the public opinion widely within and outside the Gulf, particularly working as 
another element fueling nationalism, which pushes all contenders to their national roots further [Sadiki and 
Saleh, 2020]. 

A more contemporary perspective would be the coverage of COVID-19 in Arab media. Media Coverage 
influenced how the public thought about COVID, government responses and social impacts of the virus. State 
media in other countries employed language that stressed solidarity and discipline — the idea of a 
"collective responsibility" to follow government guidelines as fighting talk, turning pandemic into war. 
Congruent with this unfortunate narrative, independent and critical media voices frequently shed light on 
governmental missteps as well as the COVID acceleration of already existent economic inequalities 
alongside issuing concerns for fragile populations. However, even beyond straightforward public health 
compliance, a wider conversation about the standards of governance and social justice during times of 
crises was framed through this conflicting language within media [Alharthi, 2022]. 

These examples provide even more support for any claim concerning the decisive significance of media 
language in shaping Arab popular opinion. Through their use of language and discrete narratives, media 
outlets can adjust public perception to suit certain political or ideological positions — a clear indicator that 
the connotative capacity of words operates as both reflection and material format or in the socio-political 
landscape. 

6. CONCLUSIONS 

In summary, media discourse analysis provides evidence for the importance of linguistic choice in terms of 
public opinion within Arab societies. Examples highlighted such as the framing of political movements and 
social protests serve to emphasize how powerful language is in shaping public perception. Therefore, 
whether a protest is called violent while it is actually just aggressive actions, thus how we see some event 
could be totally false and on other hand that fake news gives the strength for supporting this even if they’re 
really wrong. Our findings similarly confirm the central role of framing theory, agenda setting, and priming 
as mediating threads underpinning media’s ability to shape and direct public sentiment. 

These findings have profound implications for media practitioners, policymakers and the public in Arab 
countries. The study points to an ethical obligation faced by media practitioners when having that power of 
shaping the public discourse. The words we use, the way in which we present stories and issues to one 
another, all of this is not simply a question or exchange of views but rather an act that either supports 
existing social norms or else structures or contests them. Recognizing the role that media language plays in 
shaping public opinion and, further, in being able to determine what policies best address these mechanisms 
are therefore vital for policy-makers. We need to focus on developing media literacy and critical thinking 
skills in the population so that they can become better educated citizens with a sense of discretion.  

Lastly, there are additional opportunities for future research that might inform what role media language 
plays in society. Additional research could investigate how the framing of CVE in media affects public 
opinion and behavior, especially within today’s ever-changing digital media spaces. Moreover, the research 
also might look at ways new media strategies can work with or counter current traditional media narratives, 
particularly in politically tense situations. It will be important to understand these dynamics as we rise 
against the challenges and opportunities offered by a fast- changing media landscape in a still fluid Arabic 
world 



Alfaqara, W. M.                                                                                                                                                           A Discourse Analysis of Media Texts 

9657 

REFERENCES 

Aghavendra, P., Hutchinson, C., Grace, E., Wood, D., and Newman, L. (2018). "i like talking to people on the 
computer": Outcomes of a home-based intervention to develop social media skills in youth with 
disabilities living in rural communities. Research in Developmental Disabilities, 76:110–123. 

Algamde, A. (2019). Media Bias: a corpus-based contrastive study of the on- line news  coverage on the 
Syrian revolution-a critical discourse analysis perspective. Bangor University (United Kingdom). 

[Alharthi, 2022] Alharthi, M. H. (2022). The role of media and its types in shaping the public awareness of 
covid-19 preventive measures. Al-Hikma Journal of Social Studies, 10(3):70–93. 

Birim, B. (2016). Evaluation of corporate social responsibility and social media as key source of strategic 
communication. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 235:70–75. 

Calude, A. S. (2023). The Linguistics of Social Media: An Introduction. Taylor & Francis. 

Elmeshad, M. (2021). The Political Economy of Private Media in Egypt. PhD thesis, SOAS University of 
London. 

Grimm, J. J. (2022). Contested legitimacies: repression and revolt in post- revolutionary Egypt. Amsterdam 
University Press. 

Lippmann, W. (2017). Public opinion. Routledge. 

Mayhew, A. and Weigle, P. (2018). Media engagement and identity formation among minority youth. Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatric Clinics of North America, 27:269–285. 

Mou, T. M. (2023). Television broadcasting in Bangladesh: Analyzing the shift from state-controlled to 
private channels. Journal of Socio-Educational Dynamics-JSED, 1(2):11–25. 

 Nielsen, M. (2017). Computer-mediated communication and self-awareness—a se- lective review. 
Computers in Human Behavior, 76:554–560. 

Pivec, M. and Maček, A. (2019). Employment background influence on social media usage in the field of 
European project management and communication. Journal of Business Research, 94:280–289. 

Richter, C. and Kozman, C. (2021). Arab media systems. Open Book Publishers. 

Roy, D. J. (2020). Western narratives, themes and memories of the Arab Spring: an analysis of western 
newspaper coverage of the Arab Spring and meaning making through social and historical memory. 
PhD thesis, Laurentian University of Sudbury. 

Russell, B., Maksut, J., Lincoln, C., and Leland, A. (2016). Computer- mediated parenting education: Digital 
family service provision. Children and Youth Services Review, 62:1–8. 

Sadiki, L. and Saleh, L. (2020). The gcc in crisis: explorations of ‘norm- lessness’ in gulf regionalism. The 
International Spectator, 55(2):1–16. 

Sapountzi, A. and Psannis, K. (2018). Social networking data anal- ysis tools challenges. Future Generation 
Computer Systems, 86:893–913. 

Scholz, M., Schnurbus, J., Haupt, H., Dorner, V., Landherr, A., and Probst, F. (2018). Dynamic effects of user- 
and marketer-generated content on consumer purchase behavior: Modeling the hierarchical 
structure of social media websites. Decision Support Systems, 113:43– 55. 

Shepherd, S. and Freiwald, W. (2018). Functional networks for social communication in the macaque 
monkey. Neuron, 99:413–420.e3. 

Willig, C. (2003). Discourse analysis. Qualitative psychology, pages 159–183. 



Alfaqara, W. M.                                                                                                                                                           A Discourse Analysis of Media Texts 

9658 

Yusop, F. and Sumari, M. (2013). The use of social media technologies among Malaysian youth. Procedia - 
Social and Behavioral Sciences, 103:1204–1209. 

Zhu, L., Anagondahalli, D., and Zhang, A. (2017). Social media and culture in crisis communication: 
Mcdonald’s and kfc crises management in china. Public Relations Review, 43:487–492.  

 


